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After the challenges of the past coupe of years, it has been 
wonderful to continue with face-to-face lessons and see 
our Sixth Form students each day on our site. As always, our 
students rise to the occasion and we are proud of how they 
continue to develop academically and with their 
experiences beyond their lessons. Whatever their goal or 
career ambition may be, Sixth Form can help them to fulfil 
their potential and reach their goals. We aim to strike the 
right balance between being part of a school with high 
expectations academically and in mutual respect, whilst 
helping them to become independent learners. 

The two years of Sixth Form are the culmination of 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀǘ /ŀǊǊŜΩǎGrammar School and are a 
transitional stage to higher education, apprenticeships or 
employment. Our students benefit from a structured tutor 
time programme which includes information and topical 
discussions on careers advice and guidance, PSHE themes 
and VESPA. VESPA is an initiative that we advocate to our 
Sixth Form students, as it is the perfect study skills 
philosophy to enable our students to become rounded 
independent learners and to fully appraise what is required 
of them to realise their ability, both with us and beyond. 



Sixth Form 
Destinations
Despite the challenges experienced during their 
Sixth Form journey, our Year 13 students last year 
reinforced what a talented, dedicated and resilient 
group they really are. A total of 9!% of the cohort 
applied for a university place, with 84% of students 
across the Robert CarreTrust taking up their Firm 
Choice place. Increasing numbers of students chose 
to apply for an apprenticeship and will benefit from 
the opportunities offered to them by their 
employers, particularly if they accessed a degree-
level apprenticeship. Joseph Allen applied to 
university to study Business Management but then 
withdrew his offers once he had accessed his 
degree-level apprenticeship with ISG, while Lucy 
Chapman and Caitlin Hawkins chose to pursue a 
nursing apprenticeship in adult nursing and mental 
health nursing respectively. 

There are always mixed feelings when our students 
ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ 
with them for a large part of their education. Having 
said this, the sadness that they will no longer be with 
us in our school community is superseded by our 
pride in knowing that they are moving on to the next 
exciting chapter in their lives. We wish all of our ex-
Carrensiansall the success for the future. 

Name Destination Course

Jamie Robertson Durham Aeronautical Engineering

Joseph Horne Queen Mary, London Medicine

Peter Phillips Leeds International History and Politics

Oliver Cook Manchester Law

Arjun Prakash Nottingham Aerospace Engineering

Joseph Stankley YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴMathematics

Thomas Cawthra Glasgow Common Law/Politics

Adam Collins De Montford Interior Design

Niall Ford UEA Medicine

Henry Holder Sheffield Physics

Freddie Naylor Newcastle Architecture and Urban Planning

Jack Pell Nottingham Computer Science



Head Boy 2021-22
Matt
My journey at /ŀǊǊŜΩǎōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ¸ŜŀǊ тΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ǉǳƛŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŜǎǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ 
to think I am now. Sixth Form has allowed me to develop my study skills with the sudden realisation of Year 13 
being my exam year encouraging me to use my study periods much more effectively. I study History, Ethics and 
Philosophy alongside Business as my A-levels with an EPQ in the works and almost being completed. Unlike 
most, I feel that university is not right for me, but I have been applying for apprenticeships and jobs as an 
alternative pathway. The past few months have been very different for me as other students have been busy 
completing and submitting their UCAS applications. I have applied for the Royal Navy as a Warfare Officer and 
ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ .!9 {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ Ψ!ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ !ƛǊ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΩΦ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀ-
curricular activities and being Head Boy has helped massively with my applications as without a degree this is 
what formulates a large part of my applications with experiences of responsibilities and achievements; an 
important thing to consider for any non-applicants for university.  

Outside of my studies I regularly participate in physical activities. Both in and outside of enrichment I play 
football and after school I train regularly in the gym. These are both an important part of my routines and 
provide me with activities with no relation to studying and are a great reliver of any stresses I have and a good 
boost to overall mental well-being. 

Being Head Boy has been a great experience and responsibility throughout Year 12 and 13, working in a team 
with the other Senior Prefects to achieve different objectives to improve school for both the Sixth Form and 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ΨǎǇƻƴƎŜ ŀ ǇǊŜŦŜŎǘΩ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ 
highlights and great achievements. Being involved further in school decisions has also allowed the prefect team 
to hopefully secure a new sixth form common space with a few luxuries, something which will benefit 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {W{C ŀƴŘ /ŀǊǊŜΩǎfor years to come. 

Student Name Matt

Key Stage 5 Courses History, Ethics & Philosophy, Business

Post-18 Aspirations Royal Navy or BAE Systems

At /ŀǊǊŜΩǎSince 2nd September 2015



Joe Allen (ex-Carrensian)
ISG Global Construction
On the 20th April 2021, I was offered an apprenticeship at a company called ISG. ISG are a global 
construction specialist who work in a variety of sectors. My apprenticeship is a Construction Management 
Degree apprenticeship where I work 4 days a week on site learning the ins and outs of the role and spend 
the other day completing a Construction and Project Management degree alongside it.
I have always considered the apprenticeship path a better option for me as I feel I learn better through 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳǎΦ LΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀt it would help me in amanagement 
role in the future where I can develop my skills, rather than just read about how to manage people. I also 
liked the idea about going into life debt-free as I would not be putting any money towards my degree. I 
applied for a few apprenticeships with different companies and the applications do differ slightly with each, 
although all of them require a strong CV and occasionally, a cover letter. For example, for ISG, I had 3 
assessments which were all a few weeks apart so that they could decide whether I was fit for interview. 
These consisted of industry-based questions, maths, and non-verbal reasoning. I was then invited to an 
online (due to COVID-19) interview day. I completed an individual and group presentation as well as having 
an interview with one of the Chief Operations Officers before being sent a contract of employment 2 
months later.
Even if you are dead set on applying for an apprenticeship, I would recommend writing up a good personal 
statement and applying for universities through UCAS because it is generally very difficult to get an 
apprenticeship (although it differs with industries) and it is good to have a back up plan. In my case, I had all 
5 university offers and was able to reject them after signing the contract for my degree-level 
apprenticeship. It is useful to keep these offers open as companies tend to decide whether to accept or 
reject you or not at much later in the academic year.
The best piece of advice I could give to apprenticeship applicants is to keep looking all the time for new 
openings and apply as soon as possible as there will be thousands of applicants competing against you so 
there is no time to waste. Apprenticeship applications do not operate with the same definitive deadlines as 
UCAS, so companies will advertise when it is convenient for them and applicants need to fit into their 
timescale. This can be frustrating as a vacancy may become available which starts before the end of school, 
but you need to be patient as similar opportunities will be advertised later in the year. The important thing 
is to be prepared for when the right apprenticeship is advertised.

Joe Allen



Head Girl 2021-22
Alexia
As a keen mathematician, I knew I wanted to pursue a career in 
something related to this field. When looking at University 
courses that I could apply to with my A-levels in Maths, Further 
Maths, Physics and Photography, I realised I had a deep interest 
in space, and more specifically Astrophysics. Surprisingly, there 
are many opportunities to study this in Higher Education, which 
I intend to do. It has taken a great deal of time and effort to get 
to this stage, with repeated research around a confusing topic 
or problem I have faced, but due to my love for these subjects I 
have not considered it a chore, rather a step towards where I 
want to go. Teaching staff across the Sixth Form have been 
beyond helpful with not only my studies, but with assisting me 
in my Early Application to University, which I have had to juggle 
with mock exams, extra-curricular commitments and my role as 
Head Girl. I never feel afraid to ask questions and express my 
concerns, which is a Sixth Form environment that we have been 
working hard to attain and uphold, so that every student can 
feel confident enough to achieve their full potential.

Student Name Alexia

Key Stage 5 CoursesMaths, Further Maths, Physics, Photography

Post-18 Aspirations Astrophysics 

!ǘ /ŀǊǊŜΩǎ {ƛƴŎŜ2nd September 2020



Mental Health
In July before the summer holidays, eight Year 13 students, including the Senior 
Prefect Team and two Mental Health Ambassadors undertook a mental health 
training led by mental health first aiders. We worked with other Sixth Form 
students based at Kesteven and Sleaford Girls School to develop our skills and 
understanding with how to listen non-judgementally to those seeking support 
and encourage them to get further advice. 

Our aim is to raise awareness of the importance of mental health and promote 
the student wellbeing support system. Some of our ideas that we are working 
implement include an anonymous email, where students can seek advice from 
the wellbeing team without the worry of face-to-face confrontation. Students can 
still access the support from staff members but we hope to provide the 
opportunity for students to speak with senior students if they would like our 
support. 

We (Mental Health Ambassadors) are working with staff mental health first aiders 
and the Student Support Team to implement a wellbeing hub, where the 
ambassadors and leadership team act as a place where younger students can talk 
to someone similar to their own age, they can then be directed to relevant 
support if required.

We believe by having a hub that students can access, it will encourage them to 
open a channel of peer-to-peer communication and reduce the stigma of mental 
health across the school. 

Our roles as mental health ambassadors will be to raise awareness and create a 
legacy within the school, that will last for years to come, where mental health is a 
priority for all students. 

Molly and Charlie
Mental Health Ambassadors



Selwyn College 
Cambridge Summer 
School
Betweenthe 26th and 29th July2021, I attendedthe online elementof the
SelwynCollegeCambridgeSummerSchoolfor PhysicalNatural Sciences,
alongside14 other studentsfrom around the UK. Theapplicationprocess
for this involvedsubmittingpredictedgrades,GCSEresults,mini personal
statements,and teacherreferences,so being acceptedonto the summer
school was incredibly encouragingand beneficial for when it comes to
submittingmy UCASapplicationin a few months.

Theonline element entailed lectures,seminarsand supervisionsgivenby
CambridgelecturersandHeadsof Department,andwe were givenwork to
complete ahead of supervisions. It was fascinating to gain an
understandingof the Cambridgesystem,and further reinforcedthat this is
the courseI would like to applyfor. Dueto the easingof Covidrestrictions,
it waspossibleto attend the in-personelementof the school(in previous
yearsthe entire coursewasheld at the college),whichallowedus to meet
the other students in person and get a feel for Cambridge,and Selwyn
Collegein particular. Whenat Selwyn,we were givencollegetours, faculty
tours, completed escaperooms, and got to speak to the Director of
Admissionsand current Cambridgestudents, which was invaluable. The
whole summer school was free of charge,and I would whole-heartedly
recommendit to anyonethinking of applyingto Cambridgein the future,
asit wasboth educationalandgreatfun.

Alexia
Head Girl


