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GCSE

• REAL Exams – all at the end!

• Non-Examined Assessment

What can WE do to help ensure success?
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Ofqual Guidance

• Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 
4 and above as currently achieve a grade C and above –
referred to as a ‘Standard Pass’

• Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade 
7 and above as currently achieve an A and above

• For each examination, approximately the top 20 per cent of 
those who get grade 7 or above will get a grade 9 – the very 
highest performers

• The bottom of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade 
G

• Grade 5 will be positioned in the top third of the marks for a 
current Grade C and bottom third of the marks for a current 
Grade B – referred to as a ‘Strong Pass’
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Criteria for Success

• High aspirations

• Setting challenging but achievable targets

• Good habits & routines

• Work ethic

• INDEPENDENT LEARNING

• Emphasis on quality 

• Active revision
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Effort Grades

Effort comments are as follows:

1. Exceptional levels of effort.

2. Good levels of effort.

3. Can work well, but sometimes not to his full 

potential.

4. Inconsistent levels of effort - often lacks 

enthusiasm and commitment.

5. Makes little or no effort
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STUDENT A
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Subject
Y10 

Indicative

Grade 1

Y10 

Effort 1

Y10  

Indicative 

Grade 2

Y10 

Effort 2

Y10 

Indicative 

Grade 3

Y10 

Effort 3

Y10 

Exam

Y11 End 

of Year 

Target

English 8 2 8/9 2 8/9 2 8 8/9

Geography 8 1 8 1 6 2 7 8

Resistant Mats 6 2 7 2 8 1 8 8

Mathematics 7 2 7 2 7 2 9 8

French 6 2 6 2 6 1 7 8

German 6 2 6 3 7 2 7 7

Philosophy 7 2 6 2 8 1 8 8

Biology 8 2 8 2 8 1 8 8/9

Chemistry 8 1 8 1 8 1 9 8/9

Physics 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 8/9

Attendance 96.7%

C2 Behaviour Events 0 STUDENT A
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STUDENT B
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Subject
Y10 

Indicative

Grade 1

Y10 

Effort 1

Y10  

Indicative 

Grade 2

Y10 

Effort 2

Y10 

Indicative 

Grade 3

Y10 

Effort 3

Y10 

Exam

Y11 End 

of Year 

Target

English 6 2 6 2 6 2 5 6

Geography 6 2 5 2 4 3 4 6

Resistant Mats 6 2 5 2 4 3 3 6

Mathematics 5 2 5 2 4 3 3 7

French 4 2 4 2 4 2 3 7

Business 7 2 5 2 3 3 3 6

Philosophy 6 2 4 2 3 4 3 6

Biology 8 1 7 2 7 2 5 7

Chemistry 8 1 8 2 7 2 6 7

Physics 6 2 6 2 6 2 5 7

Attendance 85.7%

C2 Behaviour Events 6 STUDENT B
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If your son is under-achieving:

• Ideally, he should know what he needs to do 

to improve

• Is independent learning or class work 

incomplete or to a poor standard?

• Is quality of factual support in answers too 

brief?

• Is lack of organisation a factor?

• Time wasting in class?
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Intervention

• Subject underachievement is dealt with by the Heads of 

Subject (in a range of ways)

BUT if your son is under-achieving in a number of subject 

areas, there are a range of options open to us: 

• Report

• Meeting with parents

• If your son is underachieving across the board, he may enter 

a MENTOR PROGRAMME

• The mentor may be the Form Tutor, a Student Support 

Assistant, Head of Year or member of the Senior Team
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Supporting Together 

– Key Dates

• Progress Grades reported three times a year:

»October 15th, 2021

»January 21st, 2022

»July 1st, 2022

• Year 10 Exams - w/c 2nd and 9th May 2022

• Year 10 Parents Evening – Wednesday 9th

March 2022, 4.00pm
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We are trying to avoid this….
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Why should you revise and 

review?
• Your brain forgets details of work that was 

done months ago, but….

• You need these details to tackle the 

requirements of the exam, so….

• You need to ‘top up’, using the correct revision 

technique and strategies.
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Where to revise?

• A quiet room away from distractions….. 
– Sometimes it is better to be AWAY from the bedroom

• Warm and well lit. 

• Close to organised revision notes, books and 

folders – everything together.

– ‘Revision box’

• Near a clock for timing.

– Phone- somewhere else
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When should you revise and 

review?
• Early evening whilst your brain is not too tired.

– 30 minute slots then 10 minute break

• During study leave/ weekends/ holidays –

when do you work best?

– Divide the day into three parts and use two of 

these per day (timetabling)
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How should you revise and 

review?
• Try to increase learning efficiency…..  but how 

is it done?
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Structure your time

• Topic lists for each subject area – break it 

down into smaller parts.

• Revision plans– breaking the time down into 

blocks.

• What work/break ratio works best for you?

– 20 mins work, 5 mins break

– 30 mins work, 10 mins break

– 1 hour work, 15 mins break 
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Creating a ‘Perfect Plan’

• Plan early

• Identify strengths and weaknesses

• Subjects in a strategic order

– Focus on weaknesses/what

you don’t know.

• Different amounts of time

• Scale it up

• Flexibility
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Revision Timetable



Carre’s Grammar School

www.getrevising.co.uk
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Traffic light system:

- Red: weak area/challenging topic/lots to revise

- Green: strength/’easy’ topic/less to revise

- Amber: somewhere in between!

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMnO-vHLisgCFcE3FAodVckI6Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblog.thinkbuzan.com%2Fimindmap%2Fhow-imindmap-can-make-your-revision-a-success&psig=AFQjCNFQZ0lBBBDw_f1yHSBELxvik0XhqQ&ust=1443009568533344
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Spaced Practise

• NO cramming!

• Review information from each lesson.

• 2-3 days between a particular topic.

• What if I forget? Don’t worry!
• Review after…..

• 24 hours

• A week

• A month

• Six months

• Just before your exam/ assessment

Repetition is key!
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Interleaving - SWITCH

• Switch between ideas during a study session.

• Go back over the ideas in different orders.

• This will be tougher than studying the same 

topic.
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Retrieval Practise

• Put away your notes – write or sketch 

everything you know on a particular topic –

EMPTY your brain.

• How accurate is it?

• Recall main ideas plus relationships and links.

• Look for new examples.

This will reveal the GAPS in your 

knowledge so that you can focus on them!
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Revise actively and reframe ideas

• Presenting your ideas in a different way.

• It’s all about active learning.

• It should help your understanding and

your memory.
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Remembering

Do NOT just 

read your 

notes! 

It is not enough!
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Elaboration – ASK, EXPLAIN and 

CONNECT
• Question yourself and discuss them.

• Make connections with your own experiences 

or memories.

• Look for examples in daily life.

• Teaching is one of the best ways to learn. 

Teach your friends and family!
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How doctors learn….

• See one

• Do one

• Teach one
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Strategies to improve revision 

effectiveness

• Each time you come back to a topic, 

condense it into half the space you 

used before, by choosing key words 

and ideas.

• Dual coding – WORDS and VISUALS
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Strategies to improve effectiveness

• Linear notes into mind 
maps

• Mind maps into linear 
notes

• Diagrams into words

• Words into diagrams

• Notes into a spoken 
explanation

• 2 pages of notes into 1 
page

• Videos on YouTube

• 1 page into a postcard

• Notes into posters

• Mnemonics

• Acronyms e.g. LASER

• Topics into PowerPoint 
presentations

• Record notes to create 
a Podcast

• Post-it notes

• Teach it……..

• Word association……



Carre’s Grammar School

Use of online resources
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Memrise.....



Carre’s Grammar School

Seneca
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Exam Skills

Practice in conditions as near to the real event as 
possible.

• Practise old exam questions i.e. Command words 
such as describe, explain, compare

• Work under time pressure.
• Check answers afterwards for accuracy (mark 

schemes)
• Learn to work quickly in planning, writing and 

checking answers.
• Set up mock exam conditions.



Carre’s Grammar School

For further simple but effective and 

up to date information……..
• The Learning Scientists

• www.learningscientists.org

http://www.learningscientists.org/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjv07r7_67WAhXPJlAKHShpBjwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nea.org%2Ftools%2Flessons%2F71028.htm&psig=AFQjCNFpJSeaLwBOX8u5c9z1ggFoHvsUAQ&ust=1505833105484181
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Recap…

• Work away from distractions

• Prepare a revision box

• Plan a timetable- Y10 should be doing ½ hour 

consolidation work (not homework related) 

each night.

• Try out different revision techniques- don’t just 

read!

• Use online resources and exam questions too.


